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PFLAG MEETINGS

PFLAG Philadelphia meets on the third Sunday

of each month from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. Board

meetings are held before the general meeting

at 12:30 all months except June, July and
August. All members are welcome at Board
Meetings and are invited to provide input and
opinions. Voting is limited to Board Members
only. Formal Program begins at 2:30pm.
Support and Discussion Groups begin at
3:30pm.

LGBT Center at the University of Pennsylvania
3907 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA
from 2:00-5:00 PM
(Summer 2:00—4:00 PM)

All meetings are strictly confidential.
Please join us.

Call (215) 572-1833 for more information

PLEASE HELP 1 in our attempt to keep this
newsletter both timely and viable we are solic-
iting stories, news releases and any other con-
tent that would be of interest and help to our
members. Please feel free to make submissions
to pflagnewsletter@comcast.net

PFLAG Philadelphia is grateful to
United Way Contributors

If you are making a donation to United Way please
consider directing your donation to PFLAG.

Code # Agency

48679PFLAG Parents Families and Friends of
Lesbians and GaysPhiladelphia Chapter

P.O. Box 15711

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Please make sure you use the name and address as
shown above.

Thank you for thinking of PFLAG Philadelphia!

Speaker's Bureawy Gene Liberman
We were asked to address a group of counselors at a residen-
tial facility for troubled teens in Camden. | represented
PFLAG and was the speaker for the meeting of about 12
counselors. They were most interested in how to handle the
few gay residents they have, as well as harassment issues. |
spoke for about one hour, answered questions and hopefully
gave them a better insight into the gay community. The facil-
ity is: GFG Residents, The KIT Program.

PRIDE DONATIONS

IN HONOR OF: Anne and Richard Tax in honor of Jason and
Aaron Tax

IN MEMORY OF: Connie and Dick Noland in Memory of our
son Christopher Noland 2/9/618 1/3/96. Christopher was
diagnosed with Testicular Cancer in October 1994. He fought it
bravely for 1-1/2 years. He had come out to us about 9 years
before. The first thing he did was to join PFLAG for us. Thank
you for being there.
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PFLAG National Convention 2011

By Frances Kirschner:

The 2011 PFLAG National Convention was held November 3™ to 6" in Alexandria, Virginia. Six of our Board Members were
pleased to represent our Philadelphia Chapter.

Although none in our group arrived in time for the opening ceremony on November 4th, the Convention was a-buzz about the unan-
nounced surprise guest speaker, Dr. Jill Biden. Her opening speech set the stage for what proved to be a successful Convention.

Workshops began Friday, November 4" and continued through the weekend. There were so many excellent and diverse workshops
from which to choose. Those of particular interest to our Chapter members: Sharing Your Personal Story to Create Change; Sup-
porting Parents of Trans and Gender Ne@onforming Children, Why Marriage Matters, Being An Activist Without Being a
Victim, to name a few.

Each day the conference attendees gathered for plenary sessions. At the first, How the PFLAG Voice Changes Hearts, Minds and
Laws Congressmen Barney Frank and Jerrold Nadler addressed the members and encouraged us to continue our work. Each ac-
knowledged that there is still so much more to do to move our country towards full equality for our LGBT children.

The highlight of the Convention, however, came on Saturday evening at the Awards Dinner. Betty DeGeneres was the first recipi-
ent of the award named in her honor, The Betty DeGeneres Advocate Award. She was as charming and comical as her famous
daughter.

The final plenary session on Sunday, Thinking Diversely About Faith, Equality and Actiorrought together a diverse panel of
clergy from Protestant, Catholic, Jewish and Islamic faith traditions. They all presented their thoughts on the support, education and
advocacy needed in their respective faith communities. Each panelist was honest about the roadblocks that await us with regard to
their religious traditions as we continue to move equality forward.

The Convention ended with Jody Huckaby, Executive Director of PFLAG National introducing the National staff. After a few clos-
ing remarks, Jody opened the floor to anyone who wanted to share their thoughts about their weekend experience. Most members
agreed that the Convention provided us with the opportunity to meet other PFLAG members from around the country, sharing our
challenges and our triumphs, and learning that PFLAG is still needed in our communities.
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OUR MISSION: To be the preeminent LGBT advocacy organization for the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania and work collaboratively to establish a comprehensive network of individuals and
organizations united in securing equal rights for the LGBT community

Equality

Pennsylvania

Harrisburg - (717) 319-5210 + Philadelphia - (215) 731-1447

Pennsylvania House and Senate members partner with Equality PA
to form LGBT Equality Caucas- Reprinted with Permission

Harrisburg 1 For the first time, members of the state House and Senate have formed an LGBT Equality Caucus. The idea to create a
caucus was suggested to a number of members early in 2011 by Equality Pennsylvania. From this discussion, a partnership was launched and
the Caucus was created as a result. It is the first caucus of its kind dedicated solely to educating legislators on the lives and challenges facing
Pennsylvania's leshian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) citizens as well as being a voice on equality issues within the legislature.

More than 20 members of the caucus have agreed to support a comprehensive mission statement: "The mission of the Pennsylvania
LGBT Equality Caucus is to promote lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) equality. The bi-partisan LGBT Equality Caucus will be
comprised of Members of the General Assembly who are strongly committed to achieving the full enjoyment of human rights for LGBT peo-
ple in the Commonwealth and around the nation. By serving as a resource for Members of the General Assembly, their staff, and the public on
LGBT issues, the Caucus will work toward the extension of equal rights, the repeal of discriminatory laws, the elimination of hate-motivated
violence, and the improved health and well-being for all regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity/expression."

Caucus co-chair Rep. Dan Frankel, D-Allegheny, said, “"We know that a solid majority of Pennsylvanians support changing state law
to make it more fair and equal on several issues. For example, we have seen around 70 percent constant support over the past eight years for
legislation to ban discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity or expression in employment, housing, credit and public ac-
commodations. | want this caucus to help the legislature be as forward-looking on these issues as the people we represent. Equality Pennsyl-
vania deserves thanks for suggesting the idea of this caucus and working with legislators to help make it happen."

Co-chair Sen. Daylin Leach, D-Montgomery, said, "I've been working to legalize marriage equality in Pennsylvania for quite some
time, and | am eager to work with my colleagues in the LGBT Equality Caucus and bring those efforts to fruition. We need to end the unjust
and hurtful discrimination under current state law that denies same sex couples the benefits we offer married couples. | am hopeful that by
standing together, united in our common cause, the members of the Caucus will dissolve all of the barriers to building families that gay and
lesbian couples currently face."

Rep. Babette Josephs, D-Phila., another longtime advocate for LGBT Pennsylvanians, said, "1 am honored to be chosen to be a co-
convener of this Caucus. No longer will members of the LGBT community be treated as second class citizens. | want their families to be
valued just as more traditional ones are; that means inheritance tax will be forgiven; hospital visitation allowed, and contracts between loving
partners will be honored. My ultimate goal is to make same sex
marriage as valid and respected as different sex unions. We cannot call ourselves a civilized society if we do not do at least that."

"We are so pleased and honored that so many members worked with us to form a Caucus. It is a very positive step and possibly even
a game changer," said Equality PA Executive Direct or Hairiebhakg Ma
as the place where their rights were routinely ignored or worse, where their lives become a convenient political football batted about to score
points in tight campaigns. Our hope is that the Caucus will begin to change all that by educating members and providing a balanced point of
view to those who use misinformation and sometimes hateful speech to move their own agenda. We think the Caucus can help to change the
tone of discussion and can give members a real view of how LGBT people live and are affected daily by discrimination in everything from
employment and housing, to inheritance rights and of course, relationships.”

Members of the new caucus are: Frankel, Josephs and Reps. Shapiro, B. Boyle, K. Boyle, Brennan, Payton, Davis, McGeehan, Brad-
ford, Brown, Briggs, Buxton, Cohen, DelLissio, Curry, ndSenRasq
Leach, Ferlo and Farnese.

AThis action by members of the General Assembly to fotym
of Pennsylvanians who agree that providing basic cnSkankér. lam g h
hopeful that this caucus will be successful in advancing our rights in the state level next year in the same way so many towns and cities across
Pennsyl vania have done on the | ocal | evel this year. o

Andy Hoover, legislative director for the American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania, said, "As important as it is for the LGBT
community and its allies to lobby the legislature, it's also important for the community to know that someone at the capitol has its back. The
ACLU of Pennsylvania applauds all of the members of the LGBT Equality Caucus for their willingness to stand up for equal rights."

Help us to continue our vital and important work. Please be generous today! And be sure to head over to our facebook page and
"like" Equality PA so that you can stay up to date with all that we're working on and more!



http://equalityfederation.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=e%2BHo0t490yqFirTTbAUPxJH8Hqw9LvPk
http://equalityfederation.salsalabs.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=HkgL43a3lqIkQgPKjKKhP8StnAhhgPCq
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PFLAG .Philadelphia.

PFLAG PHILADELPHIA 2012 MEETING SCHEDULE
Meetings start at 2:00 PM

January 15 May 20 September 16
February 19 June 17 October 21

March 18 July 15 November 18
April 15 August 19 December 16

LGBT Center at the University of Pennsylvania The Carriage House
3907 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, PA
from 2:00-5:00 PM
(Summer 2:00—4:00 PM)
All meetings are strictly confidential.
Please join us.
Call (215) 572-1833 for more information
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2010 - 2012 PFLAG PHILADELPHIA BOARD MEMBERS
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Executive Board %

President i Myra Taksa g
Vice President fi Gene Lieberman

Secretary i Barbara Spencer g
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Treasurer i John Otto

Board Members and/or Chairs
Judy Cohen, Lou Cohen, Helen Early, Allen Kirschner, Fran Kirschner,
Barbara Klinman, Michael Klinman, Sheila Lieberman, Kim Otto,
Chuck Spencer, Pat Tedora, Melina Waldo
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Helen Early, M{R1,5368473
Helpline helen.early@verizon.nef
Barbara Klinman Melina Waldo 85@16285 John Otto jjojr3@aol.com
Newsletter Editpflagnewsletter@comcalst.rigpeakers Bureamelinaw@verizon.net Treasurer

Pat Tedora,
Membership

61284215
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When you no longer need PFLAGPFLAG continues tmeed you.



